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INTRODUCTION

The formation of the moderate Islamic character of santri is a big
responsibility of the asatidz or teachers who are in jasatren in developing the
young generation (Khoiri et al., 2018). Islamic character is better known as morals
in Islam. Therefore, Islamic character is behavior, traits or habits that are based on
Islamic values whose sources come from the Koran and the Hadith of the Prophet
Muhammad SAW (Yuliharti, 2019). Entering the 5.0 era where all technology is
developing rapidly, there are many problems that need to be addressed
specifically by the world of education, one of which is moral degradation (Basuki
& Febriansyah, 2020). Therefore, there is a need for special guidance to overcome
moral degradation and form young people with Islamic character.

The young generation is the nation's successor (Handitya, 2019; Herlambang,
2018). The youth referred to here are Indonesian youth, including Islamic
boarding school students. As a generation of the nation, a santri is required to
balance the knowledge he has between the worldly and the hereafter (Muali et al.,
2020). So it is natural for a student to study very strong Islamic boarding school
studies such as the study of the Yellow Book and also study worldly subjects such
as science, etc (Saihu & Rohman, 2019). Ironically, there are still many students
who fall into extremism as a result of their lack of understanding of the moral
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material they already understand. The government is still trying to deal with
various cases of intolerance, radical and extremist attitudes and ideologies,
starting from carrying out attacks on people suspected of carrying
bombs/terrorists, arresting terrorists, disbanding mass organizations that are
declared extremist/radical, and so on (Hidayati et al., 2022).

Islamic boarding schools are educational institutions that use the Yellow
Book as their learning module (Arifin & Ristianti, 2022; Utami et al., 2022). The
character education implemented therein is no exception. Character education in
Islamic boarding schools is definitely guided by the Koran and the Yellow Book
(Nisa’ et al., 2022; Susanto, 2020). It's just that reciting a yellow book takes a long
time and uses the old school method, namely the lecture method (Naim, 2021).
This results in many students feeling bored and even many students falling asleep
while studying books about morals. Apart from that, the yellow book is indeed
difficult to learn because the yellow book is written in unrequited Arabic (Sinta et
al., 2022). Therefore, there is a need for practical methods or guidelines that are
easy for all students to understand.

Al-Qodiri Islamic boarding school is one of the Islamic boarding schools
located in East Java, more precisely in the Jember area. Al-Qodiri Islamic boarding
school has approximately 3000 students. Islamic character education at the Al-
Qodiri Islamic boarding school initially only used the book Ta'limul Muta'allim
which was taught as a central interpretation after carrying out the Maghrib
congregation. Unfortunately, many students feel bored and end up choosing or
falling asleep while the central interpretation is being carried out. This of course
requires a new breakthrough to make it easier for students to understand the book
Ta'limul Muta'allim with the aim of moderate Islamic character education for
students can be implemented optimally.

Researchers found the book Hidayatul Muta'allim to be very suitable for
answering the above questions. The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is a summary
book of the Ta'limul Muta'allim book which is arranged in the form of nadzom.
This book was written by KH. Taufiqul Hakim is also the author of the Amtsilati
method book. This book consists of five chapters that can help students and even
the general public as practical guidelines or methods for forming people with
noble character, receiving blessings and the benefits of knowledge.

This research departs from several studies regarding character formation.
Assa’idi (2021) stated that character education is an effort made to help someone,
especially students, understand how to implement ethical values. Then Nuzilah
(2021) in her research stated that Islamic character is a condition that is inherent
in a person's soul which then forms actions that are carried out spontaneously,
without going through a thought process. Besides that, Abdullah & Ismail's
research, 2019) stated that Muslims should demonstrate behavior in accordance
with the values in behavior taught by the Islamic religion which then become a
reference in everyday life as individuals, families, communities or citizens.

From several studies above, there are similarities and differences. This
research and several studies above both discussed Islamic character. However,
this research had several advantages including; (1) This research uses the
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Hidayatul Muta'allim Book, a book that is very easy to understand even for a child
under 13 years of age. (2) If the research above only discusses Islamic character,
then this research discusses moderate Islamic students character.

Then this research focused more on the use of the book Hidayatul Muta'allim
as a basic guideline for forming the moderate Islamic character of students in
Islamic boarding schools. This research was considered important to carry out in
order to find out to what extent students can master moral knowledge and apply
moderate Islamic character after studying the book Hidayatul Muta'allim. So it
can be concluded that the aim of this research was that students can apply the
moderate character of Islam in their daily lives after studying and understanding
the book Hidayatul Muta'allim.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research used a qualitative research methodology with a case study
type. This research was carried out at the Al-Qodiri Islamic boarding school with
the aim of analyzing the use of the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book as a basic guideline
for forming the moderate Islamic character of new students. Data sources were
obtained from the head of the curriculum, asatidzah or teachers and also several
class VII students or new students. The data obtained was then collected through
interview, observation and documentation techniques, then analyzed using data
analysis techniques in accordance with the concepts explained by Miles and
Huberman and Spradeley. Data analysis was carried out interactively starting
from data reduction, data display and conclusion drawing/ verification. Then the
data was checked for validity using source triangulation techniques, which means
comparing and checking back the degree of trustworthiness of information
obtained through time and different tools in qualitative methods (Anderson et al.,

2022).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Hidayatul Muta'allim Book and its materials

The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is a book by KH. Taufiqul Hakim was the first
to discuss santri morals. He wrote this book while lying sick in the hospital. To fill
his free time during his illness, he started writing this book which was finally
published in June 2012. This book contains moral education for students in the
form of Shi'iran with 80 verses (stanzas). This book is known and familiar in
informal curricula such as Madrasah Diniyah and Islamic Boarding Schools and
is protected as Nadham in three languages namely Arabic, Javanese and
Indonesian. —— i

Figure 1. Hldayatul Muta alllm Book
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The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is a very practical book so it is easy to
understand, but this book contains a lot of relevant material to be used as the main
guideline for the formation of moderate Islamic character in Islamic boarding
schools. This material is then divided into several chapters which can be presented
in the following table:

Table 1. Division of Chapters of the Book of Hidayatul Muta'allim
No. Chapter Name Discussion

1 Chapter 1: Intention ~ This first chapter mentions a person's intentions
or goals in studying. Good intentions in
studying are only to get the blessing of Allah
SWT, the intention to revive the religion of
Islam. Eliminate ignorance and also intend to
gain useful knowledge. Apart from that, this
chapter also contains bad intentions, such as the
intention to study to gain rank, wealth and so on.

2 Chapter 2: Respect ~ This second chapter explains the morals or
teachers, expert attitude of a student towards the teacher and the
teachers and respect  knowledge he will learn or possess. Starting
knowledge from a student's words, how to sit properly, how

to properly respect the teacher and the teacher's
family. Apart from that, this chapter also
explains how to respect knowledge, starting
from how to arrange books well, how to write in
books well to how to glorify knowledge,
whether knowledge that is unknown or already

known.
3 Chapter 3: Diligent, = Some of the qualities that cannot be separated
Diligent, Sincere, from a student of knowledge are Diligence,
Istiqgomah Perseverance, Sincerity, Istiqomah. In this third

chapter, several requirements for a student of
science are explained. Apart from that, this
chapter also explains attitudes that are not good
for students, such as being lazy and
procrastinating and how to choose good friends
and how to have good discussions.

4 Chapter 4: Wira'i This final chapter explains the nature of wira'i.
Wira'i is an attitude of avoiding things that are
haram and also things that are doubtful. Wirai is
the key for a student to be successful in studying.
This includes liking to perform sunnah prayers,
observing ablution and avoiding sin because this
can make knowledge difficult to understand and
quickly lost. Apart from that, this chapter also
discusses the virtues of knowledgeable people.
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5 Essence In this digest section, three things are explained,
namely the characteristics of believers, the
characteristics of hypocrites and important
messages from the author, KH. Taufiqul Hakim.

The Hidayatul Muta'allim book has several advantages, namely; Firstly, the
Book of Hidayatul Muta'allim is easier for beginner children to memorize and
study because it is arranged in the form of ab-ab rhyming poems which are
nadzaman in nature. Second, the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book was written by KH
Taufiqul Hakim using three languages; Arabic, Indonesian and Javanese. Third,
the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book uses the meaning of gandul which is characteristic
of the Indonesian nation in Arabic pegon. Lastly, the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book
can be used at various levels starting from PAUD/TK, TPQ, MADIN, MI/SD,
MTs/SMP, MA /SMA, students and the general public because the discussion is
more practical and brief (Mundi, 2018).

Nothing is perfect in this world, the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book also has two
shortcomings, namely; The discussion in the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is very
practical so the explanation is not complete and comprehensive. Then the
Hidayatul Muta'allim Book can make it a little difficult for readers to find the
hadith text because the hadith arguments are presented in syi'iran form.

The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book and its application at the Al-Qodiri Islamic
Boarding School

MTs. The superior Al-Qodiri 1 Jember, which is one of the educational
institutions at the Al-Qodiri 1 Jember Islamic Boarding School, also took a place to
participate in proposing this book as a learning medium that focuses on forming
students' morals. Mr. Eko Mulyadi as Sekpim 1 of the curriculum section said that
this was in accordance with the vision of MTs. Al-Qodiri 1 Jember's superiority is
"to produce Islamic cadres, knowledgeable and with a pesantren spirit", therefore
this book is expected to be able to achieve the Institute's goals.

In forming the moderate Islamic character of the students, the Al-Qodiri
Islamic boarding school uses many sources to study, in fact each institution has
different sources and procedures for forming the character of the students which
are adjusted to the age and level of education of the students. One of them is the
book ta'limul mutaa'llim written by kiai Bahrudin Achmad and Sheikh Az-
Zarnuji. The study of the book ta'limul muta'allim is held every Saturday evening
and Sunday for the Maghrib prayer congregation in the form of central exegetical
teaching which is attended by all the students of the Al-Qodiri 01 Jember Islamic
boarding school.

The dense learning program taught by the students of MTs "Unggulan" Al-
Qodiri has an influence on the central interpretation recitation which is held in the
evenings for the Maghrib congregation. Learning and teaching activities at Al-
Qodiri Tsanawiyah Madrasah take place from 06 in the morning to 16.30 in the
afternoon, so sometimes some students are tired and fall asleep while the Ta'limul
Muta'allim recitation is taking place. After much deliberation, the Ministry of
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Education of the "Superior" Al-Qodiri Tsanawiyah Madrasah decided to use the
Hidayatul Mutallim Book as a driving force and perfecter for the moderate
character formation education of Al-Qodiri Jember Tsanawiyah Madrasah
students.

The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book was initially implemented at the Al-Qodiri
Jember Superior Tsanawiyah Madrasah in 2020. The Hidayatul Muta'allim Book
is a book written directly by KH. Taufiqul Hakim which contains basic guidelines
for forming morals and national character, this book is a form of syi'ir or nadzam
from the book Ta'limul Muta'allim which is often used and is very relevant in the
formation of moderate Islamic character, especially among Islamic boarding
schools.

In its implementation or practice, learning the book Hidayatul Muta'allim
uses the repeated reading method. The students read together the nadzom verses
in the book starting at the beginning of the chapter for 10-15 minutes each day. If
the nadzom verse has been completed or khatam, then the reading starts from the
beginning. What needs to be underlined is that the reading of nadzom is
accompanied by the reading of short explanations of the contents of the book
which are also done simultaneously or read together.

One of the new students, Zaskia, explained that the book Hidayatul
Muta'allim is always required to be read by every child before carrying out the
study of the Biyah. Nayra explained that the reading of the Hidayatul Muta'allim
book was carried out simultaneously starting from reading the explanations to
reading the verses below so that it would be easier to remember at least 3 stanzas
before each lesson. At night in the evening program, new students will deposit
their memorized book of Hidayatul Muta'allim with a minimum requirement of
one page per day. All material in the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is read for 15
minutes after reading the qoidah and 5 stanzas before starting the study of the
book. This book will be crushed approximately 30 times a month. The reading of
the book Hidayatul Muta'allim was led by the highest class at MTs. Al-Qodiri 01
Jember's "flagship" is class IX according to the predetermined schedule.

During the evening program, all new students in class VII MTs "Unggulan"
Al-Qodiri 01 Jember studied the book Hidayatul Muta'allim by reading repeatedly
or thariqatu takriry al-qgiraati al-juz'i, then submitted it (talaqqi) to the ustad/
Ustadzah in their respective dormitories, after being deposited, will be given
muraja'ah through reading together which is carried out after reciting the qoidah
in the afternoon and evening. After completing memorization, the new students
of class VII MTs. "Leading" Al-Qodiri 01 Jember is directed at putting into practice
what has been learned and memorized in everyday life, starting from fixing
intentions in studying, respecting teachers and being required to carry out
maktubah prayers in congregation and also being required to carry out sunnah
prayers every day.

Changes that result after learning

Moderate understanding will demand a more tolerant Islamic preaching that
opposes all forms of liberal and radical thought (Anwar, 2021). Learning uses
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tolerant values, the middle way, solving dilemmas through deliberation,
recognition of pluralism, diversity, and mediation to resolve dilemmas (BR et al.,
2023). Islam is a belief that rahmatan lil 'naturally means safety, prosperity and
peace, and does not teach violence in the slightest. The concept of moderation
comes from the Koran with the word wasathiyah (Anderson et al., 2022).

The moderate Islamic character is a character that emphasizes that Islam
really hates violence, because based on historical records, acts of violence will give
birth to new violence, whereas Islam was revealed by Allah as rahmatan lil alamin
(mercy for all global people). Therefore, every Muslim and Muslim woman should
be able to have this moderate Islamic character (Hamdi et al., 2022).

Based on the data that has been collected regarding the book Hidayatul
Muta'allim, especially on the results of learning that has been carried out to shape
the moderate Islamic character of students, there are several results that the author
has obtained, including; First, the creation of morals towards Allah and Prophet
SAW. One of the characteristics of moderate Islam is having true faith and being
able to implement the pillars of Islam and upholding noble morals, identity and
integrity as a Muslim. This has been studied and applied by MTs students. Al-
Qodiri Jember's flagship. Ustadzah Elifatul Zazil said that the existence of this
book really helps improve the morals of students, they become more enthusiastic
about praying in congregation, both fardhu prayers and duha prayers and their
desires.

Second, the creation of morals towards teachers. Being able to differentiate
good and right actions from wrong and evil while being able to accept the legacy
of Islamic traditions is one of the characteristics of moderate Islam (Aslan &
Aybek, 2019). Ustadzah Syifa said that it had become a culture, before leaving the
classroom, every child would kiss their teacher's hand as a form of respect for the
teacher in accordance with the teachings of previous scholars.

Figure 2. Kissing Teacher's Hand

Third, the creation of morals towards others. Ustadzah Kamila said that every
child respects and tolerates each other, even going to school together, which
previously started with morning assembly (Lugman, 2021). This is also in
accordance with the character of moderate Islam which prioritizes improvement
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and progress for the sake of the public good, is tolerant of problems of a religious,
social, cultural and societal nature and does not discriminate against others.

CONCLUSION

This research concluded that the Hidayatul Muta'allim Book is very effective
and efficient if applied as the main foundation for the formation of moderate
Islamic character for students in madrasas. From the results of interviews and
observations in the field, it showed that the new class VII students of MTs
"Unggulan" Al-Qodiri 01 Jember are able to apply the material contained in the
book Hidayatul Muta'allim. This was confirmed by looking at how they respect
teachers, fellow students and even book or book that they use, apart from that they
can also provide good tolerance towards other people in accordance with the
Islamic Character of Wasathiyah (moderate understanding) which is a symbol of
Islam that other religions do not have, they also try to keep themselves from
worldliness, wrong one way is by reducing the use of cellphones as necessary and
using them wisely. It was hoped that the implications of this research will facilitate
the moderate Islamic character of santri. Based on this research which only
discussed the Book of Hidayatul Muta'allim as the Main Foundation for the
Formation of the Moderate Islamic Character of Santri in Madrasas. It was
necessary to carry out further research which also discusses the Book of Hidayatul
Muta'allim by using research objects with a wider scope or discussing the
formation of the moderate Islamic character of santri through various other more
varied media.
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