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Abstract. Children with special needs need vocational education in 
fashion design to become independent after graduation. This is 
because special needs schools (SLB) have a low understanding of 
the quality of learning, skills development, and intellectual property 
rights (HKI) for their creations, making them marketable. This 
Community Service Program (PkM) aimed to enhance the quality of 
the fashion design vocational education program through fashion 
skills training and intellectual property rights training for teachers 
and children with special needs (ABK) to prepare students' 
independence after graduation from SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih, 
Lumajang Regency. The implementation adopted a service-learning 
approach, which consisted of several stages: problem identification, 
priority setting, timeline planning, implementation, and evaluation. 
Data were collected through observation, questionnaires, 
unstructured interviews, and documentation, and were analyzed 
descriptively. The results showed that fashion design skills, through 
training in painting on fabric marbelling, sewing, and cowhide 
painting, were successfully implemented, and the IPR training for 
student work provided valuable training for participating teachers. 
The evaluation showed that 80%-100% of participants stated that 
the training provided new experiences for them and positively 
contributed to enhancing the creativity of children with special 
needs at the SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. Ultimately, it can be 
concluded that the SLB's challenges related to developing student 
independence can be addressed through vocational skills training 
supported by IPR for their products. 
 

Katakunci:  
PkM; SLB; Pelatihan; 
Pendidikan Vokasi. 

Abstrak. Anak berkebutuhan khusus untuk mandiri setelah lulus 
perlu dibekali dengan pendidikan vokasi tata busana. Ini 
dikarenakan SLB memiliki pemahaman yang rendah tentang mutu 
pembelajaran, pemberian keterampilan, dan HKI untuk karya-karya 
yang dihasilkan sehingga layak dijual. Program Pengabdian 
Masyarakat (PKM) ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kualitas 
program pendidikan kejuruan bidang desain busana melalui 
pelatihan keterampilan busana dan pelatihan hak kekayaan 
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intelektual bagi guru dan anak berkebutuhan khusus (ABK) untuk 
mempersiapkan siswa mandiri setelah lulus dari SLB Kristen Pelangi 
Kasih, Kabupaten Lumajang. Metodenya adalah menggunakan 
service learning melalui tahapan identifikasi masalah, menentukan 
skala prioritas, menentukan lini massa, implementasi, dan evaluasi. 
Datanya didapatkan melalui observasi, angket, wawancara tidak 
terstruktur, dan dokumentasi. Teknik analisisnya menggunakan 
deskritif. Hasilnya adalah bahwa keterampilan desain fashion 
melalui pelatihan melukis diatas fabric marbelling, sewing, cowhide 
painting, dapat terlaksana dengan baik dan pelatihan HKI untuk 
karya-karya siswa telah membekali guru yang menjadi peserta 
pelatihan. Hasil evaluasinya menunjukkan bahwa 80%-100% 
peserta pelatihan menyatakan bahwa pelatihan tersebut 
memberikan pengalaman baru bagi mereka dan memberikan 
kontribusi positif pada peningkatan kreativitas anak-anak 
berkebutuhan khusus di SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. Akhirnya, ini 
dapat disimpulkan bahwa permasalahan SLB terkait penyiapan 
kemandirian siswa dapat diselesaikan melalui pelatihan-pelatihan 
keterampilan kejuruan yang didukung oleh HKI untuk produk-
produk karyanya. 
 

 

1 Introduction 

The government has planned to provide Special Needs Schools 
(Sekolah Luar Biasa/SLB) with vocational education, enabling children 
with special needs (Anak Berkebutuhan Khusus/ABK) to acquire practical 
skills (Bartram & Cavanagh, 2019; Jannah & Wardana, 2025; Mahmudah 
et al., 2023; Zahro et al., 2025). The practical skills to be learned will 
prepare ABK to independently satisfy their daily needs in the future (Le 
et al., 2025; McConnell et al., 2021; Sniatecki et al., 2021), since the skills 
will open their opportunities for entrepreneurship or employment in 
various industries (Kusumaningarum et al., 2025; Rosado-Cubero et al., 
2021; Soomro et al., 2021; Verisa et al., 2024). 

One of the Special Needs Schools that successfully delivers fashion 
vocational education is SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. The SLB is located at 
the foot of Mount Semeru, Lumajang Regency, East Java. The school 
community comprises 130 children with special needs (ABK) and 33 
teachers and therapists. The SLB consists of various levels, ranging from 
Special Needs Kindergarten (TKLB), Special Needs Elementary School 
(SDLB), Special Needs Junior High School (SMPLB), to Special Needs 
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Senior High School (SMALB), catering to diverse special needs. 
Particularly at the SMPLB and SMALB levels, ABK are provided with 
vocational education as a preparation for their future in the world of 
work. 

The school's vocational education program offers a range of skills, 
including painting techniques, culinary art, beauty care, screen printing, 
batik making, eco-printing and fashion design. The ABK are allowed to 
choose to specialize in specific skills based on their personal interest, 
with guidance from teachers. Needless to say, the learning process of the 
vocational education involves the active participation of parents, 
ensuring that they are well-informed about their children’s 
development. Moreover, parents with practical expertise or vocational 
business are occasionally involved as keynote speakers to share their 
knowledge and skills with the SLB students (see Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Vocational Education at SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 

The SLB is equipped with supporting learning facilities which 
include classrooms for learning activities, vocational laboratory, which is 
tailored to various programs, open spaces (courtyards and gardens), a 
health center (UKS), teacher and staff room, auditorium, and hydroponic 
garden (see Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2. Facilitations at SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 
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Furthermore, SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih also has a school business 
unit, namely a gallery called Payung Arsa (see Figure 3). The gallery was 
founded as an exhibition room for students’ products to be sold to the 
community. The establishment of the gallery facilitates the online 
showcase and sale of students’ artworks via the school’s social media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. The Gallery of SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 

Based on the interview with the headmaster of the SLB, it is known 
that some problems have inhibited the delivery of vocational education 
at the school faces, especially the fashion design program. From the 
perspective of target beneficiaries and potential, the fashion design 
program is actually the most preferred vocational program of SLB 
students with hearing and speech impairment. The program has been 
implemented properly; however, it has not yet achieved optimal results. 
This mixed result is a logical consequence of the imbalance between the 
number of ABK participating in the program and the number of sewing 
machines available in the laboratory: nine sewing machines are shared 
among twenty ABK. The inadequate facility impairs the program 
effectiveness, with students required to take turns using the sewing 
machines.  

Furthermore, the students have difficulty operating another 
necessary supporting machine, namely an overlock machine, which is no 
longer functional. As they are expected to create garments 
independently in the fashion design program, the students hope that the 
school provides simple, easy-to-operate overlock machines, thereby 
streamlining the process of thread insertion processes. In addition to the 
inadequacy of facilities, the fact that the school has not protected the 
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intellectual property rights (HKI) of its students’ products poses another 
significant problem for SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. 

Based on the aforementioned facts, the implementation of this 
Community Service Program (PkM) is essential to provide SLB students 
enrolled in the fashion design vocational program with opportunities to 
enhance their knowledge and skills. The novelty is to provide a solution 
to prepare the independence of ABK in SLB so that they have a career to 
live independently after graduating from school. 

Besides, the PkM will facilitate the protection of the intellectual 
property rights (HKI) of SLB students’ products. Given the circumstances 
of target beneficiaries, the purpose of the PkM is to enhance the quality 
of the fashion design vocational education program through fashion skills 
training and intellectual property rights training for teachers and children 
with special needs (ABK) to prepare students' independence after 
graduation from SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih, Lumajang Regency. 

 

2 Method 

The implementation of the Community Service Program (PkM) 
employed the service learning (SL) method, which empowers the 
community through mentoring and training activities (Aramburuzabala 
& Cerrillo, 2023; Peracullo & Peracullo, 2025). Moreover, the SL method 
also involved university students in the mentoring and other positive 
activities benefitting the community. Adopting the SL method, the PkM 
was implemented through a series of structured stages, as illustrated in 
Figure 4. 

 

Figure 4. Service Learning Stages in This PkM Implementation 
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Based on Figure 4, the first stage that the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team, composed of lecturers and university 
students, went through was to identify problems facing SLB Kristen 
Pelangi Kasih through discussions with the school representative. The 
results of the identification process were then followed up by 
establishing the priority scale of the problems encountered, with the 
most serious problem assigned the highest priority. The next stage was 
establishing a timeline for all the activities of the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team during the mentoring program in the 
SLB. At this stage, the team not only determined when the activities 
would be carried out but also established the target outcome, made 
preparations, and assigned the person(s) responsible for each activity. 
Subsequently, the fourth stage involved implementing the outcomes of 
the previous stage. Evaluation, which was the fifth stage, was actually 
conducted at every stage. The evaluation aimed to assess the reactions 
of SLB teachers and students participating in the mentoring and training 
sessions, the new insights they gained, and any changes that occurred 
afterward. The final stage, program sustainability, involved the 
continuation of the program, in which the Community Service Program 
Implementation Team returned to SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih, the target 
beneficiaries, to conduct periodic mentoring on the implementation of 
training related to fashion vocational education.  

In practice, the SL Method facilitates the quick and accurate 
assessment of program effectiveness, enabling the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team to determine whether the activities are 
being carried out properly. Furthermore, the team used a checklist to 
assist SLB students in answering the questions posed by the team, given 
that the students participating in the program were speech-and-hearing-
impaired children with the IQ level of 60-80. The checklist streamlined 
the process of providing ‘yes’ or ‘no’ responses. The checklist was 
adapted from McCoy et al. (2025) and Skalski (2000). The questionnaire 
used by the team is illustrated in Table 1. 
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Table 1. One of the Questionnaires used in the Sewing Training 

No. Questions or Statements 
Answers 
Yes No 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
 
5. 
6. 
 
7. 
8. 
9. 

The training material provided new insights. 
The sewing training interested me. 
I enjoyed this training process 
This training was very beneficial for me. 
Taking this training helped me improve my sewing 
skills. 
After taking the training, I understand sewing better 
than before. 
I gained new knowledge after taking the training. 
I learned new skills for sewing. 
I created new stitches during the training. 

 

3 Results 

This section explains the stages carried out by the Community 
Service Program Implementation Team, from problem identification to 
program sustainability. The following provides a detailed description of 
the program’s stages. 

a. Problem Identification 

Problem identification was carried out by the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team, composed of lecturers and 
university students. At this stage, the team held a discussion with the 
school principal and the teacher in charge of vocational education in 
SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. The discussion aimed to identify problems 
facing the SLB in delivering the fashion design vocational program.  

The results of the discussion indicated that the main problem lay 
in the limited number of sewing and overlock machines, which was 
disproportionate to the number of students involved in the program. 
Furthermore, as several overlock machines were no longer 
functional or repairable, only a single machine remained to support 
the production process. This situation forced the students to take 
turns using the machines to complete their products.  
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Another facility-related problem aspect of occupational safety 
and ergonomics. This was shown by the cutting table, which had an 
uneven surface and caused students to work under difficult 
conditions. Some of them preferred to cut fabric materials on the 
floor, an ergonomically ineffective practice. Bending over while 
cutting the materials physically exhausted the students and led to 
joint discomfort. 

Furthermore, the fashion design vocational program at SLB 
Kristen Pelangi Kasih also faced human resource and legal problems. 
The school had only a few human resources in school who were 
fashion design experts, who were essential to identify and create 
products according to market demands, both local, national, and 
international. The shortage of human resources became evident 
when the school struggled to respond to increasing demand, as the 
quality of the students’ products had attracted the attention of a 
wide range of customers. Meanwhile, the legal issue concerned the 
lack of protection for the intellectual property rights of the students’ 
products.  

In sum, the problems faced by SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih can be 
summarized as shown in Table 2. 

Table 2. Problems Faced by SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 
Aspects Problems Sub-Problems 

Production 
Aspects 

Technology Used 1. The number of sewing machines 
was disproportionate to the 
number of SLB students.  

2. There was only one overlock 
machine available. 

3. There was no proper cutting table, 
causing students to cut materials 
on the floor. 

Social and 
Communit
y Aspect 

1. Skilled workforce 
2. Knowledge and 

understanding 
about 
intellectual 

1. Limited human resources (SDM) 
essential for meeting the market 
demands 

2. Plagiarism of SLB students’ 
products due to the lack of 
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property 
procedures 

3. Knowledge of 
patchwork waste 
management 

intellectual property rights 
protection. 

3. The absence of patchwork waste 
management  

 

b. Determining Priority Scales 

The problems (as shown in Table 2) identified by the Community 
Service Program Implementation Team, together with 
representatives of SLB Kristen, were then analyzed at the second 
stage of establishing priorities. All problems obviously needed 
solutions, as illustrated in Table 3. However, the most serious 
problems should take priority over others. At this second stage, the 
team determined priority scales for the problem resolution. 

Table 3. Priority Scale of Problems and Solutions 

Aspects Problems Sub-Problems Solutions 

Product
ion 

Aspects 

Technology 
Used 

1. The number 
of sewing 
machines was 
not 
proportional 
to the number 
of SLB 
students. 

2. There was 
only one 
overlock 
machine 
available. 

3. There was no 
proper 
cutting table, 
causing 
students to 

1. Addition of 
sewing 
machines 
for the 
fashion 
design 
vocational 
program 

2. Enhanceme
nt of 
knowledge 
in sewing 
machine 
maintenanc
e 

3. Procuremen
t of modern 
overlock 
machines 
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cut materials 
on the floor 

4. Procuremen
t of 
ergonomic 
cutting 
tables 

 

Social 
and 
Com

munit
y 

Aspec
t 

1. Skilled 
workforce 

2. Knowledge 
and 
understandin
g about 
intellectual 
property 
procedures 

3. Knowledge of 
patchwork 
waste 
management 

1. Limited 
human 
resources 
(SDM) 
essential for 
meeting the 
market 
demands 

2. Plagiarism of 
SLB students’ 
products due 
to the lack of 
intellectual 
property 
rights 
protection. 

3. The absence 
of patchwork 
waste 
management 

1. Engagemen
t of alumni 
of SLB 
Kristen 
Pelangi 
Kasih 

2. Training on 
intellectual 
property 
rights (IPR) 
for 
teachers 

3. Training in 
sewing 
using 
patchwork 
waste 
materials 

Based on Table 3, the Community Service Program 
Implementation Team assigned high priority to some important 
problems to ensure the effective implementation of fashion design 
vocational education at SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. The main priority 
scale is presented in Table 4.  

Table 4. Main Priority Scale 

Aspects Problems Sub-Problems Solutions 

Product
ion 

Aspects 

Technology 
Used 

1. The number of 
sewing 
machines was 
not 
proportional 

1. Addition 
of sewing 
machines 
for the 
fashion 
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to the number 
of SLB 
students. 

2. There was only 
one overlock 
machine 
available 

design 
vocational 
program 

2. Enhancem
ent of 
knowledg
e in 
sewing 
machine 
maintenan
ce 

3. Procurem
ent of 
modern 
overlock 
machines  

Social 
and 
Com

munit
y 

Aspec
t 

1. Knowledg
e and 
understan
ding 
about 
intellectu
al 
property 
procedur
es 

2. Knowledg
e of 
patchwor
k waste 
managem
ent 

1. Plagiarism of 
SLB students’ 
products due 
to the lack of 
intellectual 
property 
rights 
protection. 

2. The absence 
of patchwork 
waste 
management 

1. Training on 
the 
intellectual 
property 
rights 
protection 

2. Sewing 
training using 
patchwork 
waste 

Table 4 indicates that resolving issues in the production aspects 
was focused on providing adequate facilities, such as more 
sophisticated sewing and overlock machines. Meanwhile, in the 
social and community aspects, the Community Service Program 
Implementation team assigned high priority to protecting intellectual 
property rights of SLB students’ products and managing waste by 
providing SLB teachers with training on intellectual property 
procedures and on sewing techniques using patchwork waste. 
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Additionally, the team also offered training on fabric marbling and 
cowhide painting to expand the range of product variations in the 
fashion design vocational program. 

c. Establishing a Timeline 

The next stage of implementation involved establishing a timeline, 
which is presented in Table 5. The timeline was designed in a detailed 
and specific manner, ensuring that both the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team and the SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 
school community were fully aware of the implementation schedule 
and procedures. At this stage, the team not only determined when 
each activity would take place but also defined the objectives and 
expected outcomes. The process involved close collaboration 
between the implementation team and school representatives, 
ensuring that both parties understood the goals of the program. In 
short, developing the timeline also marked a moment of firm mutual 
commitment between the team and SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. 

Table 5. Timeline 

Activity Time Target Output PIC 

Addition of 
technology 
in the form 
of sewing 
and 
overlock 
machines 

Week 1 

1. Acquire 
1 high-
speed 
sewing 
machine 

2. Acquire 
1 
overlock 
machine 

Addition of 
sewing and 
overlock 
machines 

Lecturer_A, 
Lecturer_B, 
and 
Student_1 

Intellectual 
Property 
Rights (IPR) 
Training 

Week 2 

Increase 
knowledge 
of IPR and 
its 
procedures 

IPR draft 
(Copyright) 

Lecturer_C 
and 
Student_2 

Training on 
utilizing 
patchwork 
fabric 

Week 3 

Improve 
skills in 
making 
products 
from 

Products 
decorated 
with 
patchwork 
fabric 

Lecturer_A 
and 
Student_2 



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

944 |  
 

patchwork 
fabric 

Fabric 
Marbling 
Training 

Week 3 

Improve 
skills in 
fabric 
marbling 

Products 
made with 
marbled 
fabric 

Lecturer_B 
and 
Student_1 

Training on 
painting on 
leather 
waste Week 2 

Improve 
skills in 
painting 
using 
leather 
waste as 
medium 

Products 
using 
leather 
waste 
material 

Lecturer_D 
and 
Student_2 

 
d. Implementing Community Service Program 

This stage involved collaboration between the Community Service 
Program Implementation Team and the school community of SLB 
Kristen Pelangi Kasih. The implementation of the Community Service 
Program is described in detail in the following paragraphs. 

1) Addition of Technology 

During the technology addition process, the Community 
Service Program Implementation Team conducted observations 
at several sewing machine shops. This step was essential to 
ensure that the sewing and overlock machines to be purchased 
had features suitable for students with special needs, including 
adjustable speed settings. The machines were not purchased 
until the team identified the most appropriate type and brand for 
the students. During this process, SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih was 
responsible for facilitating the shipment of the machines from 
Surabaya to Lumajang Regency. 

2) Training on Intellectual Property Rights (HKI) 

Students at SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih produced a wide range of 
products based on their original ideas. Their creations 
successfully attracted many customers and have even been 
exported to several neighboring countries, motivating the 
students to continue engaging in creative processes. However, 
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with their products sold internationally, the need to protect their 
intellectual property became increasingly important. This 
prompted the provision of training and mentoring on intellectual 
property rights. Finally, the results of this training have resulted 
in draft IPR applications for five student-created products that 
have been sold abroad. 

The training also involved the school principal and the teachers 
responsible for vocational education, ensuring they received 
detailed information on the types and procedures of intellectual 
property protection. The outcome of the training was a draft of 
the intellectual property rights for students’ products, ready to 
be submitted. The training was conducted over a full day, while 
the mentoring process continued until the draft was submitted to 
the Directorate General of Intellectual Property (Direktorat 
Jenderal Kekayaan Intelektual/DJKI). 

3) Training on Cowhide Painting 

This painting training aimed to facilitate the development of 
artistic talents of children with special needs (see Figure 5). They 
typically used canvas, paper and fabric materials as the mediums 
for their paintings. However, in this training they were trained to 
do painting on cowhide. This training was attended by SLB 
students with hearing and speech impairment, ranging from 
SDLB) and Special Needs Junior High School (SMPLB) to Special 
Needs Senior High School (SMALB).  

 
Figure 5. Training on Cowhide Painting in SLB Kristen Pelangi 

Kasih, Lumajang 
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Lumajang Regency is a home of several small-scale industries 
that generate cowhide waste. Aware of this, the team 
encouraged the SLB side to make use of the waste. In this light, in 
addition to fostering SLB students’ talents, this training also 
contributed to the recycling of cowhide waste from several home 
industries in Lumajang. Painting on cowhide was definitely a new 
experience for those students. Possessing basic skills at painting, 
those students faced little difficulty during the training and 
needed only a little time to adapt to using cowhide as 
unconventional painting mediums. 

4) Training on Fabric Marbling 

Fabric marbling is a technique that involves creating a marble-
like motif on the surface of fabrics, thus it is called fabric marbling. 
Previously, the team observed that the fashion design vocational 
program primarily used fabric materials with mainstream motifs. 
Therefore, the training was designed to provide teachers with 
new insights into alternative fabric motifs. Interested in 
expanding their range of design variations, SLB Kristen Pelangi 
Kasih welcomed this idea (see Figure 6). 

 

Figure 6. Training on Fabric Marbling 

The training was attended by the teachers and students of SLB 
Kristen Pelangi Kasih. The preparation for the training included 
treating fabrics a day before used for fabric marbling, a process 
that also involved members of the school community. As this was 
the first time such training had been conducted at the school, 
both teachers and students showed strong enthusiasm. They 
repeatedly practiced the technique until they were able to carry 
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it out independently. Once the fabrics were decorated with 
marble-like motifs, they underwent several finishing processes, 
including sun drying and ironing. Only after these steps were the 
fabrics ready to be processed into marketable products. In this 
training, the marbled fabrics were then sewn into pencil cases, 
which served as the targeted product output. 

5) Sewing Training Using Patchwork Waste 

As in garment-sewing industries, the fashion design vocational 
program generates a great amount of patchwork waste, which 
can no longer be used for producing garments. The Community 
Service Program Implementation Team observed that the 
patchwork waste in SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih tended to 
accumulate without being reused. Through this training, the team 
attempted to cultivate environmental awareness by encouraging 
them to take responsibility for the patchwork waste generated 
from their sewing activities (see Figure 7). 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Sewing Training Using Patchwork Waste 

The training was conducted at the school laboratory, and 
attended by both SLB teachers and students. During the training, 
SLB students, under the guidance of their teachers, were required 
to replicate the examples given by the team. There were three 
techniques for recycling patchwork waste demonstrated by the 
team, namely the Scriwil technique, the Yoyo technique, and 
Cording technique.  

The training and mentoring activities were facilitated by the 
Community Service Program Implementation Team, composed of 
lecturers and university students. Throughout the 
implementation, the team ensured effective coordination with 
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the representatives of SLB Kristen, its target beneficiaries that 
sought to resolve their problems in fashion design vocational 
program. 

e. Program Evaluation 

An evaluation was conducted for each of the activities in the 
Community Service Program (PkM), carried out collaboratively by the 
implementation team the members of SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih 
community. The evaluation adopted Kirkpatrick’s evaluation model 
with a four-level framework. The levels are reaction, learning, 
behavior, and results. The evaluation referred to Kirkpatrick’s Four-
Level Evaluation Model, which consists of reaction, learning, 
behavior, and results. However, during this stage, both parties 
agreed to apply only three of the four levels.  

The evaluation was performed by distributing questionnaires to 
be responded by SLB teachers and students who participated in the 
training activities. The questionnaire consisted of yes/no questions, 
a type of questions simple enough for children with special needs to 
understand and respond to. The questions were worded in simple 
and short sentences to accommodate the condition of the 
participants. The questionnaire used in the evaluation is presented 
in Figure 5.  

In this section, the evaluation results are presented based on the 
pattern of participants’ responses rather than the chronological 
sequence of training activities. The evaluation results of the activities 
conducted are presented as follows. 

In the evaluation of training on intellectual property rights (HKI), 
all training participants (100%) responded positively, stating that the 
training was interesting because the keynote speaker explained the 
subjects clearly and facilitated an open discussion. The training also 
reached a full score (100%) for the learning level, as the participants 
reported that the subject materials presented completely met their 
needs and broadened their horizons of knowledge of the importance 
of intellectual property rights for the products made by children with 
special needs. Moreover, at the behavior level, participants 
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expressed their intention to write and submit a draft of intellectual 
property rights protection to prevent SLB students’ products from 
being plagiarized. 

Likewise, the evaluation of the training on fabric marbling 
received positive responses (100%) from the participants. They 
stated that the training on fabric marbling was engaging because it 
introduces a new technique that was easy to apply, did not require a 
long processing time, and allowed them to demonstrate their 
creativity. At the learning level, 100% of participants reported that 
the subject materials were easy to understand and could be applied 
immediately. In the same way, 100% of participants conveyed their 
intention to apply the fabric marbling technique in producing their 
own products. 

By the same token, the evaluation of sewing training also showed 
positive result. 100% of training participants reported that the 
training was enjoyable. At the learning level, 100% of the participants 
revealed that the materials presented provided new insights highly 
useful for the developing new products. Furthermore, the evaluation 
at the behavior level showed that 100% of participants expressed 
their eagerness to make use of patchwork waste in producing their 
new products. 

Meanwhile, the evaluation of the training on cowhide painting 
received a varied result. All the participants (100%), ranging from 
elementary to senior high school students, were interested in the 
training because it was not monotonous. Nevertheless, only 80% of 
the participants were encouraged to redo painting on cowhide 
because this provided a new experience for them, while the 
remaining 20% were not interested to do so, which is quite 
understandable considering that they were not familiar with painting 
on an unconventional medium like cowhide. 

Overall, based on the program evaluation results, training 
activities by the Community Service Program Implementation Team 
were beneficial for teachers and students of SLB Kristen Pelangi 
Kasih. The training activities provided them with new insights that 
aligned well with their needs and proved highly instrumental in 
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solving their problems in fashion design vocational program of the 
school. In addition, the materials presented in the training also 
positively contributed to the enhancement of the creativity of 
children with special needs. 

f. Program Sustainability 

The procurement of new technologies and the conduction of 
training activities did not signify the complete implementation of the 
Community Service Program (PkM). The subsequent stage was the 
implementation of mentoring activities. These mentoring sessions 
were carried out through online and offline modes. The online 
mentoring involved fostering continuous communication via social 
media, while the offline mentoring included sending students’ 
products to Surabaya for further review and refinement. These 
mentoring activities were intended to monitor, support, and 
enhance the knowledge and skills of both teachers and students of 
SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih. Sometimes the communication was 
facilitated by chatting on a short message application.  

The mentoring activities were planned to be sustainable to ensure 
that products created during the training could continue to be 
developed through ongoing innovation, thereby increasing their 
marketability. In the future, the mentoring activities will place 
greater emphasis on the management, marketing, and sale of the 
products produced within the fashion design vocational program. 

 

4 Discussion 

The Community Service Program (PkM), which adopts the service 
learning method, places strong emphasis on more active roles of the 
implementation team, which consisted of lecturers and university 
students, in sharing knowledge and expertise with the community. 
Lecturers with a specific expertise, like fashion design, law, and product 
design, are typically involved in holding training and creating innovative 
products to be developed in fashion design vocational education. 
According to Kirchner-Krath et al. (2024), lecturers should frequently 
conduct field studies to identify problems facing the community. 
Subsequently, the results of these studies can then be documented, 
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published, and disseminated so that the community—who also serve as 
the inspiration and beneficiaries of the studies—can directly gain 
advantages from the academic findings. Eventually, these PkM results 
are not only academic objectives, but also a form of accountability and 
program sustainability. 

Similarly, equipped with an abundance of knowledge and fashion 
skills, university students also actively participate in conducting 
beneficial activities for the community (Belete, 2024; Jing et al., 2022; 
Málovics et al., 2024). Their participation is not without purpose; they 
engage in such activities to apply and share their knowledge and skills 
with the community. According to Meyer et al. (2019), the participation 
of university students in the Community Service Program also produces 
positive effects on themselves, as they often undergo significant 
personality development: they become more empathetic, show greater 
tolerance, and care more for children with special needs (ABK). 
Moreover, their involvement in social activities not only sharpens their 
problem-solving skills but also helps to narrow the gaps between the 
academic and industrial world, on the one side, and the social world, on 
the other. Through this PKM, children with special needs at SLB will 
become more confident in their abilities to prepare for their careers and 
become independent. Communities that previously viewed them as 
unable to provide for their own needs will develop greater empathy and 
tolerance. Hopefully, this implementation can serve as a transitional step 
for them before they enter the professional working world. 

Therefore, the effective teamwork within the Community Service 
Program Implementation has facilitated beneficial programs for the 
community. Different areas of expertise among lecturers contribute to 
effective problem solving considering different problems of the 
community as target beneficiaries of the Community Service Program. 
For example, fashion sewing skills training is conducted by a fashion 
lecturer who is an expert in creating fashion products, fashion design 
drawing training is conducted by a lecturer who is an expert in fashion 
design, and HKI training is conducted by a lecturer who is a law expert. 

Furthermore, the collaboration between the implementation team 
and SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih proved that the service learning method 



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

952 |  
 

emphasized the empowerment of target beneficiaries. The community 
members of SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih performed an active role in all 
stages of the implementation. They were completely open about their 
problems and discussed possible solutions, which they then adopted and 
committed themselves to the collaboration to solve their problems. For 
example, the Foundation of SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih, which has a 
network throughout Indonesia, is willing to purchase products made by 
children with special needs from this school as souvenirs for special 
events at several churches in Indonesia. 

Open-mindedness from the target beneficiaries is crucial to 
ensuring that the implementation of the Community Service Program is 
not limited to the acquisition of new technology and the dissemination 
of knowledge.  These showed by human resources' openness of SLB 
Kristen Pelangi Kasih toward innovation in vocational education, changes 
in learning methods for ABK to prepare their careers, and discourse on 
intellectual property rights for each ABK's creation products. On the 
other hand, this implementation must also contribute to solving 
community problems (Al-Abrrow et al., 2023; Christwardana et al., 2023; 
Lathifah et al., 2025). In addition to open-mindedness, the community, 
as the target beneficiaries, must also play an active role in the 
implementation of the Community Service Program and demonstrate a 
full commitment to resolving their problems (Chutiyami et al., 2025; Lee 
& Cnaan, 2025; Van Matre et al., 2024). 

In sum, the implementation of the Community Service Program 
should involve creating synergy among all parties—lecturers, university 
students, and target beneficiaries—so that they can work collaboratively, 
build mutual commitment, and grow together. In this case, the success 
in strengthening HKI literacy, increased teacher participation, and the 
creation of innovative products become crucial things to solve problems 
in SLBs. 

 

5 Conclusion 

The implementation of the Community Service Program (PkM) at 
SLB Kristen Pelangi Kasih proceeded through several stages, including 
problem identification, priority setting, timeline development, 
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implementation, and evaluation. The program activities involved the 
procurement of new technologies and the conduction of several training 
sessions, namely training on intellectual property rights, training on 
cowhide painting, and training on fabric marbling. The evaluation results 
indicated that the target beneficiaries—the community members of SLB 
Kristen Pelangi Kasih—expressed satisfaction with the PkM 
implementation, as the training activities provided them with broader 
knowledge and practical skills. These outcomes contributed to positive 
behavioral changes in the teaching and learning processes at SLB Kristen 
Pelangi Kasih. Moving forward, continuous mentoring of the 
beneficiaries’ activities is essential to ensure ongoing quality 
improvement and the sustainability of the program’s outcomes. 

 

6 Acknowledgment 

The authors express their sincere gratitude to the Institute for 
Research and Community Service (LPPM) of the University of Surabaya 
for providing internal funding in the 2025 fiscal year. Appreciation is also 
extended to all parties who offered support and encouragement, 
whether directly or indirectly, in the successful implementation of this 
community service program. 

 

7 Reference 

Al-Abrrow, H., Fayez, A. S., Abdullah, H., Khaw, K. W., Alnoor, A., & 
Rexhepi, G. (2023). Effect of open-mindedness and humble behavior 
on innovation: mediator role of learning. International Journal of 
Emerging Markets, 18(9), 3065-3084. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOEM-08-2020-0888 

Aramburuzabala, P., & Cerrillo, R. (2023). Service-Learning as an 
Approach to Educating for Sustainable 
Development. Sustainability, 15(14), 11231. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su151411231 

Bartram, T., & Cavanagh, J. (2019). Re-thinking vocational education and 
training: creating opportunities for workers with disability in open 



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

954 |  
 

employment. Journal of Vocational Education & Training, 71(3), 
339–349. https://doi.org/10.1080/13636820.2019.1638168 

Belete, Y. (2024). The link between students’ community engagement 
activities and their academic achievement. Educatione, 3(1), 61-84. 
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/3400169 

Christwardana, M., Handayani, S., Enjarlis, E., Ismojo, I., Ratnawati, R., 
Joelianingsih, J., & Yoshi, L. A. (2022). Community service as an 
application of the independent learning–independent campus 
program to improve the competence of chemical engineering 
students through collaborative and student project-based learning. 
Education for Chemical Engineers, 40, 1-7. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ece.2022.03.002 

Chutiyami, M., Cutler, N., Sangon, S., Thaweekoon, T., Nintachan, P., 
Napa, W., Kraithaworn, P., & River, J. (2025). Community-engaged 
mental health and wellbeing initiatives in under-resourced settings: 
A scoping review of primary studies. Journal of Primary Care & 
Community Health, 16, 21501319251332723. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/21501319251332723 

Jannah, F., & Wardana, L. A. (2025). Implementation of life skills for 
children with disabilities at SDN Dringu. Jurnal Simki Pedagogia, 8(1), 
68-76. https://doi.org/10.29407/jsp.v8i1.902 

Jing, L., Wu, S., Yu, S., & Zhao, S. (2022). Research on the influence of 
voluntary service activities participation on university students' 
mental health and social development. Journal of Healthcare 
Engineering, 2022, 6024045. 
https://doi.org/10.1155/2022/6024045 

Kirchner-Krath, J., Morschheuser, B., Sicevic, N., Xi, N., von Korflesch, H. 
F., & Hamari, J. (2024). Challenges in the adoption of sustainability 
information systems: A study on green IS in 
organizations. International Journal of Information 
Management, 77, 102754. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2024.102754 

Kusumaningarum, M. D., Upe, A., & Jabar, A. S. (2025). Implementation 



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

                                                                                                       | 955 
 

of the program for providing batik splash skills for students with 
disabilities (Study at the State Special School 2 Kendari). Well-Being: 
Journal of Social Welfare, 6(1), 25–33. 
https://doi.org/10.52423/wjsw.v6i1.99 

Lathifah, Z. K., Fauziah, R. S. P., Rusli, R. K., Suherman, I., Ariffin, T. F. T., 
& Nordin, H. (2025). A comparative study of community service 
integration in high school education: insights from Malaysian and 
Indonesian teachers’ practices. Cogent Education, 12(1). 
https://doi.org/10.1080/2331186X.2025.2567734 

Lee, H. P., & Cnaan, R. A. (2025). Is mandatory community service a 
catalyst for civic growth or fruitless servitude?: Evidence from a 
natural experiment in South Korea. International Journal of 
Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, 36(1), 98-112. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11266-024-00695-y 

Li, C., Yang, L., Sin, K. F., Gao, F., & Romano, A. (2025). Career adaptability 
in special educational needs populations: A systematic review of the 
empirical evidence and emerging research directions. Behavioral 
Sciences, 15(7), 927. https://doi.org/10.3390/bs15070927 

Mahmudah, S., Widajati, W., & Wijiastuti, A. (2023). Vocational life skills 
students with disabilities through experiential learning. Studies in 
Learning and Teaching, 4(3), 499-507.  https://scie-
journal.com/index.php/SiLeT 

Málovics, G., Bajmócy, Z., Csernák, J., Fehér, B., Frigyik, M., Juhász, J., … 
Szerencsés, R. (2024). The potential role of university community 
engagement in supporting transformative social innovation – 
experiences from Hungary. Innovation: The European Journal of 
Social Science Research, 38(1), 366–396. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13511610.2024.2399605 

McConnell, A., Sanford, C., Martin, J., Cameto, R., & Hodge, L. (2021). 
Skills, Behaviors, Expectations, and Experiences Associated with 
Improved Postsecondary Outcomes for Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe 
Disabilities, 46(4), 240-



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

956 |  
 

258. https://doi.org/10.1177/15407969211053810  

McCoy, S., Ye, K., & Carroll, E. (2025). Paths, Tracks, Gaps and Cliffs: The 
Post-School Transitions of Students with Special Educational Needs. 
National Council for Special Education. 
https://www.esri.ie/publications/paths-tracks-gaps-and-cliffs-the-
post-school-transitions-of-students-with-special 

Meyer, M., Neumayr, M., & Rameder, P. (2019). Students’ Community 
Service: Self-Selection and the Effects of Participation. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 48(6), 1162-
1185. https://doi.org/10.1177/0899764019848492 

Peracullo, J. C., & Peracullo, M. C. (2025). Transforming Service Learning 
into Participatory Action Research in Philosophy: Opportunities and 
Challenges for Sustainable Educational Leadership. Peace and 
Sustainability, 100014. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nerpsj.2025.100014 

Rosado-Cubero, A., Freire-Rubio, T., & Hernández, A. (2022). 
Entrepreneurship: What matters most. Journal of Business 
Research, 144, 250-263. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbusres.2022.01.087 

Skalski, A. K. (2000). Guidebook for Determining the Eligibility of Students 
with a Significant Identifiable Emotional Disability (SIED). Colorado 
State Board of Education. 
https://books.google.co.id/books/about/Guidebook_for_Determini
ng_the_Eligibilit.html?id=5NjMlF85BIsC&redir_esc=y 

Sniatecki, J. L., Ashton, J. R., Perry, H. B., & Snell, L. H. (2021). Positive 
aspects of disability among college students. Journal of Research in 
Innovative Teaching & Learning, 14(2), 150-161. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JRIT-09-2019-0069 

Soomro, R. B., Memon, S. G., & Soomro, M. (2025). Impact of 
entrepreneurial knowledge, skills, and competencies on MSME 
performance: An evidence from a developing country. Asia Pacific 
Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 19(1), 42-72. 
https://doi.org/10.1108/APJIE-04-2023-0071 



Siti Zahro, dkk,  Enhancing... (2025)                                Vol. 6, No. 4, Oktober-Desember 2025 
 

                                                                                                       | 957 
 

Van Matre, J. C., Bekkers, R., Huizinga, M., & de Wit, A. (2024). Civic-
mindedness and discipline selection: do civically-minded students 
cluster within disciplines? European Journal of Higher Education, 
14(2), 228–248. https://doi.org/10.1080/21568235.2022.2163269 

Verisa, G. S., Mutmainah, N., Fidyastuti, N., & Minsih, M. (2024). 
Improving the creativity of children with disabilities based on local 
culture: An exploration of the “Karya.Ku” program. IAS Journal of 
Localities, 2(2), 172–183. https://doi.org/10.62033/iasjol.v2i2.75 

Zahro, S., Nurhadi, D., & Fei-Ling, T. (2025). Exploring Fashion Vocational 
Practice Process for Students with Multiple Disabilities in Special 
School. Multidisciplinary Journal of Educational Research, 15(3), 
202–221. https://doi.org/10.17583/remie.17664 

 

 


