VOL. 06 NO. 02, DEC 2024

THE STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION OF USING VISUAL LITERACY IN
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY

“'Fatih Al Fauzi, ?Anggun Saputri, *Ribut Sabartono

L23Universitas Islam Jember
1fatih.alfauzilG@gmaiI.com, Anggunptrii28@gmail.com, ®ributsabartono74@gmail.com

Abstract

English as a global lingua franca presents challenges for students in understanding the language in
Indonesia, where English is taught as a foreign language. This study aims to explore students'
perceptions of the use of visual literacy in English language learning. The use of visual literacy, such
as images and videos, has been shown to help improve students' comprehension and engagement in
the learning process. The research method used is a descriptive qualitative approach involving
seventh-grade students at a middle school in Jember, Indonesia. Data were collected through
observations and interviews. The results showed that visual literacy has a positive impact on students'
understanding of English language material. Students find it easier to grasp concepts when supported
by visual media. Additionally, the use of visual literacy also increases students' motivation and
interest in learning, making the learning process more interactive and enjoyable. In the independent
curriculum, English language learning encompasses six skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing,
reflecting, and presenting, all of which can be supported by the use of visual literacy. Visual literacy
not only facilitates the understanding of vocabulary but also encourages students to think critically
and creatively through visual interpretation. This creates a more dynamic learning environment and
fosters active participation from students. The conclusion of this study is that visual literacy can be
an effective tool in enhancing the quality of English language learning, particularly in helping
students to understand or remember vocabulary and enhancing students’ English language skills.

Keywords: Students’ Perception, Visual Literacy, English Language Learning

INTRODUCTION
English is considered the first global lingua franca (Celik & Kocaman,2016). English has
become an integral part of every existing field. In Indonesia, English is a foreign
language(Lowenberg,1991). Nevertheless, English has been applied to schools in Indonesia
(Mappiasse & Sihes, 2014). In the decision of the Head of the Standard, Curriculum, and
Assessment Body of Education of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and
Technology No. 008/h/kr/2022 On Access to Learning in Early Childhood Education,
Primary Education, and Secondary Education, on the independent curriculum, English is
taught starting at the level of primary and secondary education (SD/MI/Package A Program;
SMP/MTs/Package B Program; and High School/MA/Package C Program). In the
independent curriculum, learning English covers six language skills, namely listening,
speaking, reading, contemplating, writing, and presenting integrally in a variety of types of
text. However, to develop these abilities, students face various challenges in understanding
English language learning. The problems they face include difficulty in pronouncing words
as they are influenced by their first language (Praistiana & Budiharto, 2020). Johnson (2005)
Some factors of students’ difficulties in understanding English learning are as follows: 1) lack
of English language skills, 2) academic achievement gap, 3) lack of language and culture
connection, and 4) lack of experience in interacting with English.

Problems in learning English must be solved wisely to avoid the gap between theory and
practice. In the first sense of learning, teaching is defined as showing or helping someone
learn to do something by giving instructions, guiding, and providing knowledge with output
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for student understanding (Brown, 2007). For students, to understand the learning provided
by the teacher, it is important to pay attention to what students need (Rizzuto,2017). There is
a need for learning methods that support teaching materials to help ensure that teaching
materials are well delivered to students and can increase the effectiveness of language
learning (Tomlison,2012). One of the methods of learning English that has been applied runs
on visual literacy. Visual literacy is a kind of learning that uses visual media for student
understanding (Benjamin,2016). In ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) teacher
training, visual literacy is equally important as it serves as the foundation for language
learning (Britsch,2012). Because of technology and multimedia, teachers are using more
pictures and videos to help students understand and enjoy learning, especially in subjects like
English.

Previous research has carried out several studies on this issue. Asheim (2022) conducted
a study in Bergen using "The Rabbits" picture book to enhance visual literacy skills in 7th-
grade EFL students. The mixed-methods research, involving 14 students over three lessons,
used questionnaires and student drawings analyzed with Bloom's Taxonomy. Despite varying
questionnaire results possibly due to COVID-19 disruptions, the study revealed strong
student commitment, engagement, and active participation in discussions, leading to valuable
insights for both the researcher and teacher. The second related study was done by Kaya
(2020) in Turkey titled "The Impact of Visual Literacy Awareness Education on Verbal and
Writing Skills of Middle School Students.” Using a pretest-posttest design with a control
group, the study involved 17 students in the experimental group and 18 in the control group.
Data were collected using the Written Expression Evaluation Scale (WEES) and the Effective
Speech Skills Scale. Results showed that visual literacy education significantly improved
students' writing and verbal skills, supporting previous findings that visual elements enhance
student understanding and academic achievement. The third study was conducted by
Budiharto, Laili, and Fujiono (2019) at MTs. Qurrotul Uyun, Indonesia, titled "Utilisation of
Visual Literacy through Pictures to Motivate Students to Learn English.” The study found
that using visual literacy with pictures effectively motivated seventh-grade students to learn
English, making lessons more engaging and enjoyable. Techniques included using
PowerPoint to display images with English words, reading aloud, and visual aids. The studies
highlight the effectiveness of using visual elements such as picture books, visual literacy
awareness education, and visual aids in improving student engagement, comprehension, and
academic achievement. Although previous research has explored visual literacy in English
language learning, none has specifically focused on students' perceptions and experiences of
visual literacy in English language learning.

Based on the background, this research can contribute to English language learning by
providing visual literacy that can be a media for learning English. This research aims to
inform readers, particularly students and those interested in learning English, that there are
numerous enjoyable and effective methods for learning the language, one of which is through
the use of visual literacy. It also seeks to demonstrate to educators that visual literacy has a
significant impact on English learning. The researcher hopes that this study will offer new
perspectives to teachers on the application of visual literacy in classroom activities and serve
as a valuable reference for future research.

For this particular reason, this research utilize a qualitative descriptive study to gain an
in-depth understanding of students’ perceptions of the implementation of visual literacy in
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English language learning. By conducting a descriptive study on The students' perceptions of
visual literacy in English language learning, this thesis aims to contribute to existing
knowledge on effective English language teaching methodologies and provide practical
recommendations for improving English language education practices.

This research use several theories to know students’ perceptions. According to Gregory
(1980), human perception is formed through an active inference process that involves making
hypotheses about what is in the surrounding environment based on the sensory information
received. It refers to the process that allows us to extract information obtained from the
senses (Rogers, 2017). It involves the process of transforming information received by the
sensory panels into internal representations that guide the way a person thinks and acts. Kant
defines that the cognition of the reality of knowledge acquired is the result of several given
media (Danielyan, 2023). Additionally, perception does not just happen; the perceptual
process consists of three main stages: selection, organization, and interpretation (Kenyon &
Sen,2014). Arbib & Yaari(2004) states that student's perception of learning is important as it
aids educators and researchers in comprehending their students’ understanding and
responding to the information provided to them. This insight proves beneficial for improving
teaching methods and educational strategies. Meanwhile, Marx (1983) students’ perceptions
of teacher behavior and instructional stimuli were found to be related to their achievement
and cognitive strategies in the classroom. It can be concluded that the way students view the
materials given can affect their academic performance and the cognitive approach they use in
learning (Kalita,2023).

Visual literacy is considered important to students of the 21st century because
contemporary culture today relies heavily on images and visual media as the primary form of
communication (Lundy & Sthepenz,2015). Visual literacy is about understanding and making
sense of visual images and texts. A Skill that enables a person to understand and use visuals
deliberately to communicate with others, Debes, 1969:27 (in Avgerinou & Ericson, 1997).
There are many visual aids, such as images, graphics, diagrams, colors, designs, and videos
(Ali & Ahmed, 2019). Illustrated books, magazines, newspapers, and films are also useful for
visual literacy. Visuals require critical thinking skills like synthesizing, evaluating, and
analyzing (Abboud,2017). They help students connect what they see with their experiences
and support their interpretations with evidence (Shivers, Levenson, & Tan, 2017). The use of
visual literacy can help in guessing the meaning of new words, motivate students to
memorize the significance of vocabulary, and help students overcome the difficulties of using
vocabulary (Ali & Ahmed,2019). The aim of visual literacy, according to Barley in "A New
Look at the Loom of Visual Literacy” (p. 14), is to help students become skilled at
understanding visuals, express themselves effectively using visuals in writing, understand the
rules and structure of visual language, be familiar with visual literacy tools, and translate
between visual and verbal languages (Ladevich,2016).

Based on research conducted by Asheim (2022), students appeared more enthusiastic and
enjoyed the learning process more when English lessons incorporated visual literacy. This led
to more effective learning. Similarly, Suryanto (2014) found that using visual literacy in
English lessons helped improve students' English skills. Ali & Ahmed (2019) also noted that
visual literacy aids students in recognizing and remembering new English vocabulary. This,
in turn, helps students understand the meaning and information in English texts and improves
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their writing skills. Thus, visual literacy has many positive impacts on students'
comprehension of English lessons taught by teachers.

METHOD

This study, conducted on seventh-grade students of SMP 11 Ma’arif Bangsalsari Jember in
the 2023/2024 academic year, used a qualitative, descriptive approach. Qualitative methods
are ideal for exploring participants' perceptions and interpretations of their environment.
According to Creswell & Guetterman (2019), qualitative research involves analyzing text for
patterns and main ideas. Creswell & Creswell (2018) emphasize that writing a qualitative
research method section includes explaining the study's purpose, discussing the design,
reflecting on the researcher's role, using diverse data sources, following data recording
protocols, analyzing data in multiple steps, and ensuring accuracy through proper
documentation.

The research observed one English teacher and students from two classes, VII-A and
VI1I-B, each with 25 students. From these students, the researcher selected 4 from each class,
totaling 8 students, for data collection through interviews (Mayer, 2015). Participants were
purposefully selected based on their relevance to the research questions and their ability to
provide diverse perspectives related to the phenomenon being studied. These criteria ensured
the inclusion of participants who could offer valuable insights into the research topic (Joan
Sargeant, 2012). Considering diverse perspectives is crucial for understanding the
phenomenon under study (Warren, 2011).

The interview sessions aimed to explore students' perceptions and gather in-depth
information about the use of visual literacy in English learning. This process allowed the
researcher to capture a more comprehensive understanding of the participants' experiences
and perspectives. Here is the table describing the participants in this research:

Table 1. Participant description

No. Name Gender Class
01. Participant 1 (P1) Female VII A
02. Participant 2 (P2) Female VII A
03. Participant 3 (P3) Female VII A
04. Participant 4 (P4) Female VII A
05. Participant 5 (P5) Male VII B
06. Participant 6 (P6) Male VII B
07. Participant 7 (P7) Male VII B
08. Participant 8 (P8) Male VII B
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings
Identification of Students’ Perception of the Use of Visual Literacy in English Language
Learning
The researchers classify student perception into several sections according to the data
collection process.
a. Assisting in Understanding the Learning Materials
Students expressed that the use of visual literacy helps them understand the taught
material. This perception can be seen as follows:
"l am a beginner in learning English at junior high school. Initially, I didn't like it
because | found it difficult to understand. However, after the teacher explained using
images or videos, | understood the material being taught.”’(P1)
“Learning becomes easier to understand compared to lessons that only use text.”
(P3)
This statement is supported by the opinions of students P4, P5, P6, P7, and P8, who
also found that using visual literacy helped them understand English learning
materials more effectively.
b. The Learning Process Became More Engaging and Enjoyable
Students focus and enjoy the learning process if the teaching materials are engaging
and enjoyable. Based on this, here are the students' perceptions of the statement:
"The lessons become exciting and engaging."(P2)
"Yes, the lessons become interesting because the images and videos keep me from
feeling sleepy in class. ”’(P6)
These perceptions are also supported by students P7 and P8. Meanwhile, students P1
and P5 expressed the following perceptions:
“Yes, the lessons become interesting because images and videos eliminate drowsiness
in class.” (P1)
"A fun learning experience because | never studied English before and initially did
not like it. After learning English using visual literacy, the lessons became exciting."
(P5)
c. The Students Can Enhance Their English Listening Skills
Listening is a crucial component of language skills for understanding and interpreting
auditory information. It involves comprehending the context and information
conveyed through the sense of hearing. Therefore, students need to master this skill.
This can be enhanced through supportive media to facilitate students' understanding
of the information presented, in line with their proficiency level at the junior high
school level. This point is conveyed by the perception of P3 and P8:
"l can understand the information conveyed in English audio because the teacher also
presents pictures and animated videos during our listening lessons.” (P3)
"I find myself enjoying and understanding listening lessons more because our teacher
accompanies them with images or videos." (P8)
d. The Students Can Improve Their Speaking Skills
As it is well-known, speaking is also a crucial aspect of English proficiency that needs
to be mastered. Below is the expression of perception from P6 based on the interview
findings:
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"I find it easier to imitate English conversations that | watch from videos." (P6)

e. The Students Can Increase Their VVocabulary
This influence arises from the use of visual media, which aids students in
comprehending meanings and remembering the vocabulary being learned.
Consequently, it enhances their vocabulary knowledge. This statement is supported by
the perception of P2 as follows:
"Images and videos help me understand the meanings of words written in English."”
(P2)
P4, P5, and P7 also express perceptions consistent with the statement above:
"visual and video representations make it easy for me to remember vocabulary. So,
I've memorized many words now." (P4)
"The images or videos help me remember English vocabulary that | see in them, so |
get to know many new words, which then inspires me to create English stories."
"l find it easy to recognize and remember English vocabulary that I learn through
pictures or videos." (P7)

Discussion

Research on the use of visual literacy in English language learning indicates that its
utilization has a positive impact on the classroom learning process. Students' perceptions
regarding how it helps them comprehend the learning materials stem from the effect of using
visual media, which provides them with comfort in the classroom. Consequently, students
become more focused during teacher instruction. It is evident that the use of visual literacy
aids students in understanding complex English language concepts that may be difficult to
grasp verbally, as stated by Duchak (2014).

Other findings indicate that the use of visual literacy also plays a role in making the
learning process more engaging and enjoyable for students. This statement aligns with the
results of a study conducted by Budiharto, Laili, & Fujiono (2019) where students felt that
learning became more engaging and enjoyable, leading them to be more interested and active
in their studies. In learning, students' motivation and interest are crucial for their academic
success (Kalita, 2023). Furthermore, the effective use of visual media can stimulate students'
interest, thus enhancing the quality of learning to be more effective, in line with the role of
visual literacy in language learning as discussed by Benjamin (2016).

Additionally, visual literacy improves various English language skills (Suryanto, 2014).
For instance, in listening lessons, images and animated videos help students understand audio
information better. Visual aids also enhance speaking skills; conversation videos make it
easier for students to mimic and practice English conversations (Kaya, 2020). Visualizing
conversations helps with pronunciation and focused listening.

Finally, when it comes to building English vocabulary, using visual media also has a
positive impact (Ali & Ahmed, 2019). Students find that pictures and videos help them
remember and learn new words. This shows that using visual aids can make it easier to
memorize vocabulary, improving students’ ability to use these words in different situations,
including writing.

From this discussion, it can be concluded that qualitative research on students'
perceptions of using visual literacy in English language learning has significant implications
for enhancing the effectiveness of English language instruction. This highlights the
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importance of integrating visual media in language learning contexts, not only to facilitate
understanding of the material but also to stimulate student interest, develop listening and
speaking skills, and increase English vocabulary proficiency.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

Conclusion

Research on using visual literacy in English language learning shows it significantly
enhances instructional quality. According to Thulasivanthana (2020), incorporating visual
literacy, such as images and videos, can boost students’ motivation and English language
skills. Visual literacy captures students' attention, keeping them focused and making the
material easier to understand, which improves their language skills. Visual literacy helps
clarify complex concepts, increases interest, and stimulates effective learning and instruction.
Suggestion

Overall, using visual literacy in English learning offers many benefits. It helps students
understand the material better, makes learning more engaging, and improves their English
skills. Including visual media in English education enhances student learning and teaching
quality.
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